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Executive Summary

® Overall Economic Situation
Thailand’s economy in 2015 - Office of the National Economic and Social
Development Board (NESDB) indicated that Thailand’s economy in 2015 grew by 2.8 percent,
higher than the 0.8 percent growth in 2014. Private consumption and total investment
expanded by 2.1 and 4.7 percent respectively. Headline inflation stood at -0.9 percent, and
current account registered a surplus equivalent to 8.9 percent of GDP.

® |abour Situation in 2015

By conclusion, among a number of 55.24 million Thais at working age or those who
are 15 years old or over 38.55 million is of labour force. Every 100 of working age people,
69-70 people are of labour force, and 68-69 people are employed. These are of which 18-19
people are covered by the Social Security (As provided by Article 33 of the Social Security
Act). A number of 49-50 people are working outside the coverage of the Social Security
System, 17-18 people are part-time workers which means they work less than 35 hours per
week (mostly in service sectors), and 0-1 people are time-related underemployment which
means working hours is less than 35 hours per week and available for additional work, 0-1
people are unemployed.

Besides, 30-31 people are household workers, students, children, Elderly people,
those incapable to work, and others.

Among every 100 of the unemployed, 38-39 people are graduated from university
level, 20-21 people finishes high-school level, 19-20 people finishes lower secondary school,
14-15 people finishes elementary education, 5-6 people finishes lower elementary level, 1-2
people are uneducated, not-identified and others, and 0-1 people are unknown. In every 100

employed people, there are around 6-7 migrant workers.
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Working Age Population (Ageing 15 years
or over) 55.24 million persons

1
1 1
Labour Force Non-Labour Force
(Total Labour Force) 38.55 million persons 16.69 million persons
| I Y . 1
. Every of 100 Every of 100 Every of 100 Every of 100 non-labour
Every 100 working aged persons,
non-labour force, non-labour force, non-labour force, 33 - 34 persons force, 10-11 persons are not
69 - 70 persons are labour force
29 - 30 persons are 26 — 27 persons re are children, old, incapable to able to specify or others.
domestic students work.

I 1 CTITEessasssssossosos ,

y  Proportion of migrants workers and employed |

[ Unemployed 0 — 1 persons ] [ Employed 68 — 69 persons ] | persons |
N o e e e e e e e e e ——————— ’

1
1 1
Under the coverage of Social Security System (Art.33) Not under the coverage of Social Security System
18 - 19 persons 49 - 50 persons
|
| |
Part-Time Workers
17 - 18 persons
|
Time-related underemployed
0 — 1 person

Upon the analysis of the Early Warning Signals of leading labour economic indicators
in 2015, it is found ‘Normal’, and the composite indicators show ‘Normal’ signals for all four
quarters. This is even there is one warning signal like private consumption index shown in the
first quarter, manufacturing product index shown in the second quarter, and there two
warning signals shown in the third quarter which include private consumption and product
indexes.

Labour Force In 2015, Thailand’s population composes of 55.24 million of labour
force with the age of 15 years or above. This figure increases from previous year by 0.73%.
A number of 38.55 million is in The labour force or 69.79 % of the total working age people,
a slowdown from previous year which was 70.34 percent of the total labour force. Among the
whole labour force, 38.02 million are those employed people, 0.34 million are unemployed,
and 0.19 million are seasonal workers.

Labour force participation Labour force participation rate (KILM1) is 69.79%, a slowdown
by 0.78%. Therefore, the Inactivity ratio (KILM13) which is the difference index of KILM1 is at

30.21%. Employment-to-population rate or employment rate of the working-age population

(KILM2) is at 68.82%, and a number of 0-1 people are job-seeking people. This indicates that
in the economic system of Thailand, there are only 0.97% oversupply of working age population.
It is calculated by KILM1 - KILM2 which is slightly increased from previous year when the

oversupply of labour force was 0.91 percent. About employment with regard to working
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conditions, it is found that those who receive wages/salaries is the group of the highest rate
(KILM3) of employment with 51.13% of total labour force. The second highest group is self-
employed with 31.67%, and the unpaid family workers with 17.06%.

Employment Employment rate classified by Sectors (KILM4), in 2015, the highest rate
of employment is in the service sector with 41.26%, expanding from 40.63% of previous year.
Employment in agricultural sector with 32.28% slowdown from 33.44% of previous year.
Employment in production industry expands to 16.98%, compared to 16.79% of previous
year. Five industries of non-agricultural sector which hire the most workers including
production, wholesale, retail, repair of vehicles, motorcycles, and personal items, hotels and
restaurants, constructions, public administration and national defense, and compulsory social
security, respectively.

Employment Situation of Insured Persons - In 2015, a number of 10,391,761 insured

persons under Article 33 of the Social Security Act is an increase from 10,029,777 persons of
2014, growing by 3.61%. For the insured persons under Article 40, there are 2,200,667 persons
in total, which is a slowdown by 10.94%, comparing to 2,471,116 persons of previous year.

Unemployment Unemployment rate (KILM9) in 2015 is at 0.88% , or increasing from

0.84% of previous year. Classification by sex, males are slightly more unemployed than
females by 0.05%. Those who are graduated from universities are the most unemployed
which is at 38.32%, or increasing from 31.68% of previous year. The least unemployed group,
with only 7.63% of the total unemployed, are those who did not finish higher than level of
education, increasing from 7.18% of previous year. Part-time worker rate is at 17.98%,
growing from 15.98% of previous year. Time-related underemployment rate is 0.57%, slowing

down from 0.58% of previous year.

Employment of Migrant Workers Employment of Migrant Workers is another
indicator reflecting labour situation in Thailand’s labour market which can be divided into
two main groups. First group is the group of those legally entered to the country, and those
who received work-permits under MOU and migrants from Myanmar, Lao PDR, and Cambodia,
who passed nationality proof. At the end of the year, the number of this group is 1,414,412
persons, increasing by 7.41% from previous year. Second group is all those who entered the
country illegally and received work-permit provided by the Cabinet Resolution (Article 13). At
the end of 2015, only information of minority groups can be collected with a number of
29,062 persons. This is because the information of 3 nationalities of migrant workers regarding
the Cabinet Resolution released after December 14, 2012 is upon an operation to send them
back to their own countries after the end of grace period to stay in Thailand. After that, the

Cabinet Resolution on January 15, 2013 allow them to get into the process of nationality
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proof by April 30, 2013, and such proof shall be completed by August 10, 2013. Besides,
registration of migrant workers under the Announcement of the National Council for Peace
and Order (NCPO) at nationwide One Stop Service Center since June 26 to October 31, 2014
include 1,049,326 migrants. This figure composes of 1,010,391 migrant workers in total, with
436,154 persons from Myanmar, 439,087 persons from Cambodia, 135,150 persons from Lao
PDR, and 38,935 accompanying persons. Moreover, 187,977 employers have passed the
nationality proof process. Hence, the total migrants from Myanmar, Lao PDR, and Cambodia
are 2,279,076 persons, or a slowdown by 15.94% from previous year. These migrant workers
are used to replace national workers in areas of unwanted works by Thai workers. Most
migrant workers are those with elementary level of education or lower, which is a continuous
shortage in Thailand.

Labour Skills Employment rate of those who passed prepare-to-work trainings is
63.04% decreasing from 74.12% of previous year. Those who pass labour skills test is 79.73%,
which increases from 71.37% of previous year. The rate of those who completed skill-
upgrading training courses is 100.44%, an increases from 93.40% of previous year.

Labour Productivity - Labour Productivity at fixed price of 2002 is at Baht
251,458.31/person/year. Labour productivity of agricultural sector is Baht 51,950.51/person/year.

Labour productivity of industrial sector is Baht 411,978.58/person/year, and service sector is Baht
332,409.72/person/year.
Employment Insurance Analyzing if the employed persons have adequate

employment insurance, the rate of insured persons under Social Security Fund is 36.27% of
the total employed population, increasing from 35.78% of previous year, while the rate of
those covered by the Workmen’s Compensation Fund is 27.34% of the total employed
increases from 26.34 of previous year. It is not a very high number of insured workers who
used their rights to receive the benefits from the Social Security Fund. In 2015, total
beneficiaries are 31.33% of total insured persons, reducing from 32.79% of previous year.
Employment Situation of employers, 1.48% are those who violated the Labour

Protection Act, increasing from 1.26% of previous year. Most of the unfair treatments to the
workers include 5 issues namely; working regulations, labour welfare, register, holidays, and
wage payment, respectively. Top five types of enterprises which violated the Act are :
enterprises with 1,000 workers or more, enterprises with 50-99 workers, enterprises with 100-
499 workers, enterprises with 10-19 workers, and those with 500-999 workers, respectively.

Safe Environment and Working Situations There is 7.79% of employers who violated

the Occupational Health and Safety Act, increasing from 5.33% of previous year. Most five

types of enterprises violating the Act are : enterprises with 1,000 workers or more, following
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by enterprises with 100-499 workers, enterprises with 500-999 workers, enterprises with 50-99
workers, and those with 20-49 workers, respectively. Most five types of industries which
violated the Act are : 1) construction, 2) production, 3) electricity, gas and water supply, 4)

mine and stone mine, and 5) works related to healthcare and social works, respectively.

Labour Relations The rate of labour unions to 100,000 enterprises is 432.01. This
means in every 100,000 enterprises, there is an average of 432.01 unions. It is an increase
from 425.11 unions of previous year. While the rate of union members is reduced from 7.48%
of last year to 7.47% this year. In part of employers, the rate of employers’ associations to
100,000 enterprises is 95.28, which means in every 100,000 enterprises, there is an average of
95.28 employers’ associations. The above figure shows huge difference between employers’
and employees’ organizations. However, when we compare organization of employers and
employees to number of enterprises to see if labour relations are in good manner, we found
1,519 unions in total. This includes 22 newly-established unions in this year. It is a sign of
more awareness to protect their rights. While there are 335 employers’ associations, reducing
8 associations. Concerning labour relations problems occurred, it is found that in every
100,000 enterprises, there are 66.55 cases of labour relations problem, increasing from 64.46
cases of previous year. The causes of the problems include labour relations conflict, the rate
of which is 39.82 cases per 100,000 enterprises. While, an average of 26.73 cases of labour
disputes occurred in every 100,000 enterprises. The Ministry of Labour, by the Department of
Labour Protection and Welfare, can manage to solve labour relations problems by 68.30% of
all enterprises which faced grievances.

Labour Welfares The violation rate of Labour Protection Act is quite low concerning

welfares with only 1.52%. This means sufficient welfares are provided for workers. However,
other welfares which are not provided by the Act shall be promoted to cover more and to
reach all workers. It is found that only 8.75% of enterprises covering 32.62% of workers

provided such kinds of welfares.
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2.1 msgdlagliindeininusaany 349 380 324,162
- anasiues 340 367 320,411
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- Foalnededy - - -
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- gewdes 6 7 2,394
- Wosrmaunssnu 6 10 5,670
- Buq 2 2 285
3. NSNAZIY a a 1,520
4. Jotaudedalded 7 7 1,427
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